
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Total (business sector) 24674 24504 25228 25855 25559 24348 23935 23259 23686 23585 24257 24955 25533 26370 27167
Agriculture 58 58 64 79 78 79 67 60 58 74 93 86 99 92 112
Fishing 2567 2478 2391 2178 1830 1742 1769 1662 1585 1443 1519 1501 1459 1486 1473
Aquaculture 487 331 441 534 632 662 644 665 798 837 916 990 1072 1170 1017
Extraction of raw materials 61 66 68 77 74 72 88 89 94 105 116 97 79 75 95
Fish processing 2005 2051 1888 1710 1482 1412 1484 1191 1379 1317 1374 1444 1387 1354 1412
Shipyards/machine shops 555 546 636 621 596 499 493 497 532 588 644 665 714 752 803
Other manufacturing 995 1079 1048 1057 1007 984 778 764 743 717 777 823 862 875 895
Construction 1739 1743 1947 2132 2093 1714 1619 1589 1503 1566 1622 1802 1903 2119 2355
Energy 155 146 138 153 148 157 158 149 141 147 157 154 159 162 170
Trade and repair 3043 3000 3208 3229 3280 3082 2920 2873 2873 3026 3030 3055 3121 3191 3207
Hotels and restaurants 550 507 511 627 593 517 541 534 604 600 679 720 701 819 844
Sea transport 728 730 685 740 771 747 785 874 832 894 907 978 946 962 911
Other transport 552 595 675 652 698 583 587 559 708 691 730 722 772 804 844
Communication 615 599 607 605 584 515 527 481 407 386 379 369 369 347 355
Finance and insurance 823 844 926 998 958 880 885 831 785 724 709 703 733 729 758
Business services 683 685 768 879 850 814 726 693 738 725 720 779 823 897 908
Household services 236 225 242 262 304 302 311 314 297 306 310 338 330 355 404
Public administration and services 8174 8134 8271 8505 8840 8807 8782 8857 8914 8761 8853 9001 9279 9329 9654
- Central administration 582 563 546 567 627 648 640 685 610 625 613 627 620 612 626
- Municipalities etc. 2472 2515 2727 2772 2953 2981 2957 3021 3120 3119 3140 3197 3510 3540 3715
- Education 1577 1569 1493 1544 1558 1635 1637 1628 1606 1615 1632 1633 1673 1670 1752
- Health & social work 3543 3487 3505 3622 3702 3543 3548 3523 3578 3402 3468 3544 3476 3507 3561
Culture, organizations etc 558 586 579 666 601 627 639 576 600 584 616 619 613 709 693
Activities n.e.i. 90 101 135 151 140 153 132 1 95 94 106 109 112 143 257
Total (business sector) 13212 13055 13441 13701 13323 12516 12311 11924 12152 12094 12535 12844 13157 13653 14119
Agriculture 35 37 48 52 57 53 48 44 37 49 66 59 66 60 69
Fishing 2416 2333 2237 2051 1733 1652 1687 1585 1520 1374 1445 1434 1398 1424 1410
Aquaculture 310 215 278 343 400 415 394 419 476 498 535 578 639 706 640
Extraction of raw materials 50 54 58 66 61 62 79 79 83 93 104 88 73 68 88
Fish processing 847 887 828 723 664 651 772 622 731 734 788 784 774 723 780
Shipyards/machine shops 503 494 577 562 537 444 429 438 472 528 575 594 644 674 723
Other manufacturing 657 703 719 705 690 644 524 501 502 484 527 558 595 580 587
Construction 1605 1606 1805 1975 1930 1553 1486 1469 1389 1443 1488 1656 1760 1958 2191
Energy 134 125 117 130 127 137 135 128 120 122 127 126 134 135 141
Trade and repair 1486 1412 1504 1524 1496 1444 1344 1313 1336 1430 1432 1436 1444 1524 1549
Hotels and restaurants 176 173 162 212 201 184 201 180 226 198 222 249 240 312 328
Sea transport 581 596 550 605 621 608 646 724 700 753 758 796 757 774 732
Other transport 413 431 477 458 485 403 415 386 504 484 519 509 550 563 583
Communication 291 292 304 304 302 278 303 288 246 237 238 230 226 223 225
Finance and insurance 333 359 388 422 394 349 348 323 306 278 282 286 300 296 302
Business services 408 397 451 509 509 488 430 421 443 443 433 471 528 563 584
Household services 113 108 103 102 113 117 101 119 115 108 111 124 116 126 152
Public administration and services 2469 2402 2397 2441 2538 2523 2466 2538 2489 2401 2407 2396 2442 2405 2461
- Central administration 277 271 260 268 296 309 307 341 290 283 284 291 289 284 297
- Municipalities etc. 971 928 925 955 987 968 922 964 976 961 939 948 973 934 962
- Education 753 750 721 725 739 768 752 740 713 685 700 680 704 690 698
- Health & social work 468 453 491 493 516 478 485 493 510 472 484 477 476 497 504
Culture, organizations etc 303 340 315 378 339 374 383 346 362 343 374 367 365 426 393
Activities n.e.i. 82 91 123 139 126 137 120 1 95 94 104 103 106 113 181
Total (business sector) 11462 11449 11787 12154 12236 11832 11624 11335 11534 11491 11722 12111 12376 12717 13048
Agriculture 23 21 16 27 21 26 19 16 21 25 27 27 33 32 43
Fishing 151 145 154 127 97 90 82 77 65 69 74 67 61 62 63
Aquaculture 177 116 163 191 232 247 250 246 322 339 381 412 433 464 377
Extraction of raw materials 11 12 10 11 13 10 9 10 11 12 12 9 6 7 7
Fish processing 1158 1164 1060 987 818 761 712 569 648 583 586 660 613 631 632
Shipyards/machine shops 52 52 59 59 59 55 64 59 60 60 69 71 70 78 80
Other manufacturing 338 376 329 352 317 340 254 263 241 233 250 265 267 295 308
Construction 134 137 142 157 163 161 133 120 114 123 134 146 143 161 164
Energy 21 21 21 23 21 20 23 21 21 25 30 28 25 27 29
Trade and repair 1557 1588 1704 1705 1784 1638 1576 1560 1537 1596 1598 1619 1677 1667 1658
Hotels and restaurants 374 334 349 415 392 333 340 354 378 402 457 471 461 507 516
Sea transport 147 134 135 135 150 139 139 150 132 141 149 182 189 188 179
Other transport 139 164 198 194 213 180 172 173 204 207 211 213 222 241 261
Communication 324 307 303 301 282 237 224 193 161 149 141 139 143 124 130
Finance and insurance 490 485 538 576 564 531 537 508 479 446 427 417 433 433 456
Business services 275 288 317 370 341 326 296 272 295 282 287 308 295 334 324
Household services 123 117 139 160 191 185 210 195 182 198 199 214 214 229 252
Public administration and services 5705 5732 5874 6064 6302 6284 6316 6319 6425 6360 6446 6605 6837 6924 7193
- Central administration 305 292 286 299 331 339 333 344 320 342 329 336 331 328 329
- Municipalities etc. 1501 1587 1802 1817 1966 2013 2035 2057 2144 2158 2201 2249 2537 2606 2753
- Education 824 819 772 819 819 867 885 888 893 930 932 953 969 980 1054
- Health & social work 3075 3034 3014 3129 3186 3065 3063 3030 3068 2930 2984 3067 3000 3010 3057
Culture, organizations etc 255 246 264 288 262 253 256 230 238 241 242 252 248 283 300
Activities n.e.i. 8 10 12 12 14 16 12 - - - 2 6 6 30 76
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The counting of emploees is based on the Faroes Custom and tax Authorities records of current taxes, Faroese companies and on the national registration of the Ministry of the Interior. The figures 
include Faroese citizens aged 16 to 74 years who are receiving wages over the pay-as-you-earn tax system. Included are only those who have at least a monthly wage income equivalent of a days 
pay of a unskilled worker. Likewise, those are included who are on leave because of childbirth or illness. 
Because the payment of sailors in particular tends to vary, we count people as employees even if they receive no salary for one or two months if they receive a salary again the following month. 
Each month a number of workers receive salary from several different employers. To prevent double counting we group the workers by industry according to where the biggest payment originated 
each respective month. 
These rules have been applied by us in such a way as to comply with the rules of ILO in the best possible way and therefore to be comparable with other countries. The annual figure is based on the 
monthly figure for November.
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